
World War II vets honored in trip to D.C. 

Fred Bower, Chanute, makes a stop 
at the Korean Conflict Memorial. 

A portion of the group from Chanute pose for a photo in front of the World 
War II Memorial during the Honor Flight trip to Washington, D.C. 
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The sight-seeing portion of the Honor Flight trip concluded on Tues-
day evening with a ceremony at dusk at the World War II Memorial. 
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The three men had some things in common -ð beaming pride, treasured memories and a deep gratitude for 
the American Legion Riders. 
The trio, sitting at a table at the American Legion Post 170, were less than 24 hours from returning from last 
weekôs Honor Flight to Washington D.C. 
Asked about the favorite thing during the trip, Hiram ñHyò Campbell said it was letting the World War II 
Veterans board the planes first in Kansas City and Chicago going and then again coming home. 
ñIt was all good,ò said Herb Washburn. ñThe changing of the guard was so impressive.ò 
The ceremony revolves around the 21- gun salute, they said. 
ñThey take 21 steps in 21 seconds, then 21 steps back, for 30 minutes straight. You can set your stop watch, 
they never miss,ò said Bill Jones. 
ñItôs 24-7,ò Campbell said of the marching soldiers. ñThe only time they donôt let them walk is hail or a  
tornado.ò 
While at Arlington National Cemetery, four visiting veterans, including Jim Farrell of the wreath for the  
unknown soldier. 

ñOne thing that impressed me was the population,ò Jones said. ñThey would stop, shake your hand and thank you.ò 
The respect shown was ñicing on the cake,ò he said, noting the waves when aboard the buses and the welcome 
home Wednesday night at the Legion. 
ñPulling up you could see all the people here,ò Jones said, his eyes welling with emotion. 
The focus of the trip was for the veterans to visit the World War II Memorial. 
ñIt was one of the first things and the last thing (seen Tuesday),ò Jones said. 
ñIt was real nice,ò Washburn said. ñIt was better looking after dark.ò 
ñItôs beautiful after dark,ò said Campbell, who had been to the Memorial before, even at the dedication. 
ñIt was all new for me and words canôt describe it,ò Jones said. 
And sharing the experience together had an obvious effect. 
ñThe camaraderie runs all the time. It blows my mind,ò Jones said. 



The American Legion Riders were commended for making the trip possible. 
Forty-one veterans and 23 guardians made the trip, departing for Washington, D.C. on Monday and returning 
to Chanute on Wednesday evening. They were escorted to and from the airport in Kansas City by Legion  
Riders on their motorcycles. 
ñWe couldnôt have done this without the Riders,ò Campbell said. 
ñThey paid their way to go work,ò Jones said. 
Washburn said, ñYou can leave anything out of the story, but donôt leave out our gratitude to the Legion 
Riders.ò 
Campbell served from 1943-45 with the U.S. Army 91st Division, 361st Infantry, in 
North Africa and Italy. He was awarded two Purple Hearts, a Silver Star, three Battle Stars and a Presidential 
Citation. 
Jones was in the Seabees, serving from 1946-47 in the Pacific, the Phillipines and Midway. 
Washburn, a member of the Army Air Force from 1943-45, served in England, France and Germany. His unit 
was a part of D-Day, the invasion of southern France, Battle of the Bulge, and crossing the Rhine River. 

One thing that impressed me was the population. They would 
stop, shake your hand and thank you. 
ï Bill Jones 
Veteran 


